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Nature Publishing Group (NPG) and Palgrave Macmillan are making data from their Author Insights survey publicly available
for the first time as part of Open Access Week. The survey, which contains views from 30,466 researchers, is the biggest
publisher survey of authors’ views to be made open access.

NPG and Palgrave Macmillan are making this anonymised data available in order to achieve greater understanding between
authors, funders and publishers, particularly with regard to open access.

The survey reveals authors’ views on a diverse range of topics, including how authors make publishing decisions, funding
availability and reasons for choosing open access as a publishing route. It is available to view and download via a CC BY license
on figshare, along with a short summary pulling out the highlights.

Sam Burridge, Managing Director Open Research NPG/Palgrave Macmillan said: "To celebrate Open Access Week, we're
releasing our internal dataset via figshare for anyone to view, download and analyse. As far as we know, this is the first time
that a publisher has made the detailed results of a survey of this size and scope completely open.

"It's vital that decision-making in the academic publishing community is evidence-based, which is why we’re making this data
open access. We believe it will contribute to an increased understanding of the real issues in academic publishing, and we
encourage researchers to dig into this data and use it to help inform our community."

Key findings from the survey include:

1 in 5 (20%) science authors and 1 in 10 (12%) HSS authors do not know if their main funder requires them to publish
open access
A significant number of authors are unaware of the requirements of even the largest OA funders with long-established
mandates.
For example, 17% of Wellcome Trust and 25% of NIH-funded authors do not know if their funders have OA requirements
40% of science authors and 54% of HSS authors who have not published open access say that ‘I am concerned about
perceptions of the quality of OA publications’

The Author Insights survey was originally carried out for internal research purposes in Spring 2014 among academics who
have written papers for NPG, Palgrave Macmillan and Frontiers, as well as other publishers. It contains responses from 24,773
science authors and 5,693 authors in the humanities and social sciences (HSS).

-ENDS-

About Nature Publishing Group (NPG)

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is a publisher of high impact scientific information in print and online. NPG publishes
journals, online databases and services across the life, physical, chemical and applied sciences.

Focusing on the needs of scientists, Nature (founded in 1869) is the leading weekly, international scientific journal. NPG
publishes a range of Nature research journals and Nature Reviews journals, and a range of prestigious academic and partner
journals including society-owned publications. Online, nature.com provides over 8 million visitors per month with access to
NPG publications and services, including news and comment from Nature, and the leading scientific jobs board Naturejobs.

Part of the Nature Publishing Group family is Frontiers, a community-driven open-access publisher and research network.
NPG and Frontiers work together to empower researchers to change the way science is communicated, through open access
publication and open science tools. For more information on Frontiers, please go to www.frontiersin.org.

Scientific American is at the heart of NPG's consumer media division, meeting the needs of the general public. Founded in
1845, Scientific American is the oldest continuously published magazine in the US and the leading authoritative publication for
science in the general media. Together with scientificamerican.com and 14 local language editions around the world it
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reaches over 5 million consumers and scientists. Other titles include Scientific American Mind and Spektrum der
Wissenschaft in Germany.

Throughout all its businesses NPG is dedicated to serving the scientific community and the wider scientifically interested
general public. Part of Macmillan Science and Education, NPG is a global company with principal offices in London, New York
and Tokyo, and offices in cities worldwide including Boston, San Francisco, Washington DC, Buenos Aires, Mexico City, Sao
Paulo, Cairo, Dubai, Delhi, Mumbai, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Melbourne, Osaka, Seoul, Barcelona, Madrid, Basingstoke,
Heidelberg, Munich and Paris. For more information, please go to www.nature.com.

About Palgrave Macmillan

From journals, mid-length research and monographs in the Humanities, Social Science and Business to world-class reference,
Palgrave Macmillan offers readers and authors a single source for the very best in professional learning and scholarship,
reaching the maximum readership with works of the highest quality.

As part of Macmillan Science and Education, we represent an unbroken tradition of over 170 years of academic publishing. For
more information, please visit www.palgrave.com.
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